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Liberal Jews have generally shown toward Zionism
were in large measure due to their circumstances.
Just as the feeling of exclusion from the national
life of their country made a large number of the
Jews in Poland supporters of Zionism, so the feeling
of inclusion in the national life of their several countries
made the Jews of Germany,, France, England,
and the United States unreceptive to the Zionist
ideas, Liberal Judaism drew its adherents from these
Jews, because they were most affected by modem
thought and by the changes in Jewish life in modern
times. The Russian and Polish Jews continued in a
mediaeval ghetto until the Peace Treaties and the
Russian Revolution,

There was also something in the thought of Liberal
Judaism which prevented, and prevents, Liberal Jews
from becoming Zionists, It recognizes and empha-
sizes the universal character of Judaism and strives
consciously to give it full expression. Liberal Judaism
is universal Judaism* It gave up deliberately the
connection between Judaism and Palestine, which
Orthodox Judaism still maintains. It aims for a
Judaism at home in every land. Its outlook and aim
precluded in its adherents any sympathy for Zionism*
As the Zionist movement became more and more
secular, there was still another ground of opposition